
 
 

What you will find in the 
'Who Will Control the Green Economy?' Report – Dec 2011 

 

 Naming The Green Economy's “One Percent” 
'Who Will Control the Green Economy?' provides hard data on the largest and most 
powerful corporate players controlling 25 sectors of the 'real economy'. This is the 
only freely available report to assemble top 10 listings of companies (by market 
share) from 18 major economic sectors relevant to the Green Economy. These lists 
include the top 10 players in Water, Energy, Seeds, Fishing and Aquaculture, Food 
Retail and Processing, Chemicals, Fertilizer, Pesticides, Mining, Pharmaceuticals, 
Biotech, the Grain Trade and more. The report also identifies the leading players in a 
handful of new and emerging industrial sectors including Synthetic Biology, Big Data, 
Seaweed and Algae production and Livestock Genetics (pp.1-2). 

 

 Corporate Concentration Unchecked 
ETC Group has been monitoring corporate ownership trends for 30 years and the 
trendline is remaining steady: more monopoly everywhere. For example the top 10 
multinational seed companies now control 73% of the world's commercial seed 
market, up from 37% in 1995 (p. 22). The worlds 10 biggest pesticide firms now 
control a whopping 90% of the global 44 billion dollar pesticide market (p.25). 10 
companies control 76% of animal pharmaceutical sales (p.34). 10 animal feed 
companies control 52% of the global animal feed market (p.33), 10 chemical firms 
account for 40% of the chemical market (p.11), 10 forestry companies control 40% of 
the forestry market (p. 31), 10 mining companies control a third of the mining market 
(p. 29) and the top ten energy companies control a quarter of the energy market 
(p.10). 

 

 Forget Windmills, Think Grain Mills  
The 'Green Economy' may evoke iconic images of solar panels and wind turbines but 
this is not actually where corporate activity is focusing. While non-hydro and non-
nuclear 'renewable' energy is only a thin sliver (1.8%) of global energy consumption - 
almost all of this consists of harvesting and burning biomass for energy and fuels and 
now chemicals. This report shows how the major corporate realignments in the new 
'Green Economy' are happening around plant biomass (p.8-12, 18-21). 

 

 New „Green‟ Oligopolies 
This report uncovers new corporate convergences across diverse industry sectors as 



large players position themselves to dominate the Green Economy. A case in point is 
the DuPont company - the world's 2nd largest seed company, 6th largest chemical 
company and 6th largest pesticide company which is now emerging as a major 
player in biotech, biofuels and bioplastics, synthetic biology, seaweeds, ingredients 
and enzymes while partnering with the worlds third largest energy company BP (pp. 
ii-iii). 

 
 Food Dollars Trump Energy Dollars   
Conventional wisdom says the size of the global energy market weighs in at $7 
trillion and dwarfs every other economic sector. According to our research, however, 
the global grocery market ekes out ahead of energy – even when government 
subsidies paid to producers for energy and agriculture are taken into account (p.37). 

 
 Synthetic Biology's Meteoric Rise 

In the early 1990's the early commercialization of genetic engineering technologies 
drove massive reorganization of the seed, agrochemicals and pharmaceutical 
sectors and the emergence of 'life science' giants such as Monsanto and Novartis. 
Today the new technologies of Synthetic Biology are spurring another frenzy of 
mergers, acquisitions and joint ventures around the biomass economy drawing large 
energy and chemical players such as Dow, DuPont, BP, Shell, Exxon, Chevron and 
Total into new alliances with grain, forestry and seed giants such as Monsanto, 
Cargill, Bunge, Weyerhaeuser and ADM. At the heart of these new alliances are 
surprisingly new Synthetic Biology companies such as Life Technologies Inc, Amyris, 
Solazyme and Evolva – all rapidly being promoted to significant roles in the global 
food, energy, pharma and chemicals sectors (pp.8-12). 

  Controlling the Blue Economy too. 

Biomass found in oceans and aquatic ecosystems accounts for 71% of the planet’s 
surface area. That’s why energy and chemical corporations such as Du Pont, Statoil , 
DSM, Exxon, Mitsubishi, Monsanto , Chevron and shipping giant Stolt Nielsen are 
looking to the wild, wet frontier for new sugars and oils to fuel the bio-based 
economy, proposing the large-scale exploitation of algae, seaweed, fish and all the 
aquatic biomass found in lakes, rivers and coastal estuaries.  (Pp. 18-21) 

 

The report Who Will Control the Green Economy? is available for download in 
English (http://www.etcgroup.org/en/node/5296) and in Spanish 

(http://www.etcgroup.org/es/node/5298). 
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