
ECKING�฀4HAT�S฀THE฀ONE฀APPLI

CATION฀ FOR฀ WOOD฀ PLASTICS฀
COMPOSITES฀THAT฀IS฀REALLY฀TAK

ING฀OFF฀IN฀%UROPE�฀ACCORDING฀
TO฀ #HRISTIAN฀ "RUECK�฀ BOARD฀

MEMBER฀OF฀'ERMAN฀COMPANY฀+OSCHE�฀
WHICH฀HAS฀BEEN฀DEVELOPING฀ ITS฀70#฀
PRODUCT฀LINE฀OVER฀THE฀PAST฀SIX฀YEARS�

0ANEL฀ AND฀ WOOD฀ MOULDING฀ PRO

DUCER฀ +OSCHE฀ HOLDS฀ A฀ ���฀ MARKET฀
SHARE฀OF฀THE฀'ERMAN฀MARKET�฀"RUECK฀
SAYS฀ ITS฀ +OVALEX฀ DECKING฀ RANGE฀ WILL฀
ACCOUNT฀FOR฀��
���฀OF฀ITS฀70#฀VOL

UME฀OVER฀THE฀COMING฀YEARS�

+OSCHE�S฀ 70#฀ TURNOVER฀ IN฀ ����฀
AMOUNTED฀TO฀ �M�฀UP฀FROM฀ �M฀IN฀
�����฀"RUECK฀ TALKS฀OF฀ AN฀ANNUAL฀��

���฀ GROWTH฀ RATE฀ IN฀ THE฀ ����
����฀
PERIOD�฀(E฀SAYS฀THE฀COMPANY฀IS฀PRE

PARING฀PLANS฀FOR฀INVESTMENT฀IN฀FURTHER฀
EXTRUSION฀ LINES฀ ALONGSIDE฀ OPTIMISING฀
PERFORMANCE฀ OF฀ ITS฀ EXISTING฀ EQUIP

MENT฀TO฀INCREASE฀PRODUCTION฀OUTPUTS�

4HE฀ COMPANY฀ EXPANDED฀ FROM฀
THREE฀TO฀SEVEN฀EXTRUSION฀LINES฀IN฀�����฀
(OWEVER�฀ "RUECK฀ SAYS฀ THAT฀ CAPACITY฀
EVEN฀WITH฀ THREE
SHIFT฀WORKING฀ IS฀ STILL฀
INSUFl฀CIENT฀TO฀MEET฀DEMAND�

h7E฀ ARE฀ BUILDING฀ UP฀ ORDER฀ VOL

UMES�฀BUT฀SOME฀ORDERS฀ARE฀VERY฀MUCH฀
BEHIND฀ SCHEDULE฀ AS฀ PRODUCTIVITY฀ IS฀
NOT฀VERY฀HIGH�฀7E฀ARE฀STILL฀IN฀THE฀RED฀IN฀
70#�฀ 4HE฀ VOLUME฀ IS฀ /+�฀ BUT฀ THE฀
COSTS฀ INVOLVED฀ ARE฀ STILL฀ TOO฀ HIGH�฀ 7E฀
WILL฀ HOWEVER฀ ACHIEVE฀ BREAK
EVEN฀ IN฀
�����v฀HE฀SAYS�

"RUECK฀ADDS฀ THAT฀70#฀SPECIl฀CA

TIONS฀ HAVE฀ CHANGED฀ CONSIDERABLY฀
WITHIN฀THE฀LAST฀TWO฀YEARS฀AND฀THIS฀HAS฀
CAUSED฀ CONFUSION฀ IN฀ THE฀ MARKET�฀

h'ENERALLY฀ CHARACTERISTICS฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀
EXAGGERATED�฀ 4OO฀ MUCH฀ WAS฀ PROM

ISED�฀BUT฀IT฀IS฀NOW฀STABLE�v

+OSCHE�S฀+OVALEX฀PRODUCT฀IS฀
POLYOLEl฀N
BASED฀WITH฀
��
���฀WOOD฀REIN

FORCEMENT�฀7ITH฀ITS฀
STRONG฀FOCUS฀ON฀THE฀
DO
IT
YOURSELF฀ MAR

KET�฀ "RUECK฀ SAYS฀ THE฀
COMPANY฀ WOULD฀ NOT฀
BE฀ ABLE฀ TO฀ SELL฀ A฀ 06#

BASED฀PRODUCT�

(E฀ ALSO฀ SAYS฀ THAT฀ THE฀ TYPE฀ OF฀
70#฀PRODUCTS฀POPULAR฀IN฀THE฀53฀WILL฀
NOT฀ BE฀ THE฀ BLUEPRINT฀ FOR฀ %UROPE�฀
h4HEY฀ARE฀DIFFERENT�฀TOO฀SIMPLE�฀MOST

LY฀SOLID฀BLOCKS฀AND฀VERY฀HEAVYv�

2IGHT฀ NOW�฀ HE฀ SAYS฀ THE฀ GREATEST฀
OBSTACLE฀ TO฀ ACCESSING฀ THE฀ MARKETS฀
BEYOND฀DECKING฀IN฀%UROPE฀IS฀ LACK฀OF฀
STANDARDS�฀ !ND฀ LIFE฀ ISN�T฀ GETTING฀ ANY฀
EASIER�฀ AS฀ "RUECK฀ SAYS฀ THAT฀ THERE฀ IS฀
ENORMOUS฀DEMAND฀FOR฀THE฀WOOD฀PAR

TICLE฀ USED฀ IN฀ 70#S฀ FROM฀ THE฀ BOARD฀
AND฀HEATING฀SECTOR�฀

-ARC฀ 4HOMETSCHEK�฀ FOUNDER฀ AND฀
MANAGING฀ DIRECTOR฀ OF฀ THE฀ "ELGIAN฀
70#฀COMPOUND฀PRODUCER฀"EOLOGIC�฀
ALSO฀BELIEVES฀DECKING฀IS฀THE฀MAIN฀AREA฀
OF฀INTEREST฀AT฀THE฀MOMENT�฀h4HE฀MAIN฀
TARGETS฀ARE฀DECKING�฀DECKING�฀DECKING�v฀
HE฀SAYS�฀h/NLY฀ONE฀INDUSTRY฀IS฀LIFTING฀
OFF฀AND฀IT฀IS฀THE฀DECKING฀INDUSTRY�฀)T�S฀
QUITE฀ NORMAL฀ THAT฀ COMPANIES฀ GO฀ FOR฀
VOLUME฀n฀HAVING฀JUST฀ONE฀PERCENT฀OF฀
THE฀DECKING฀MARKET฀IS฀A฀HUGE฀SUCCESSv�

4HE฀COMPOUNDS฀MADE฀BY฀"EOLOG

IC฀ARE฀AVAILABLE฀AS฀EITHER฀��
���฀WOOD฀
REINFORCED฀ 06#฀ OR฀ ��
���฀ WOOD฀

REINFORCED฀ 0%฀ AND฀ 00�฀
4HOMETSCHEK฀SAYS฀IT฀DOES฀
NOT฀MATTER฀WHETHER฀CONI


CAL฀ OR฀ PARALLEL฀ SCREWS฀ ARE฀
USED฀IN฀70#฀PROl฀LE฀EXTRU


SION�฀ "UT฀ SPECIAL฀ TOOLS฀ ARE฀
NEEDED฀ DUE฀ TO฀ THE฀ DIFFERENT฀

SHRINKAGE�
$ESPITE฀PRESSURES฀ON฀SUPPLIES�฀

"EOLOGIC฀ EXPECTS฀ TO฀ DOUBLE฀ ITS฀ PRO

DUCTION฀CAPACITY฀BY฀-ARCH฀ THIS฀YEAR฀
TO฀������฀TONNES�YEAR�฀4HE฀COMPANY�S฀
GOAL฀ IS฀ TO฀ REACH฀ ������฀ TONNES�YEAR�฀
4HOMETSCHEK฀STATED�

7HILE฀ +OSCHE�S฀ +OVALEX฀ DECKING฀
PRODUCT฀ IS฀ GOING฀ MAINLY฀ INTO฀ SOME฀
���฀ OF฀ THE฀ �����฀ 'ERMAN฀ $)9฀ STORE฀
OUTLETS฀ IN฀THE฀FORM฀OF฀DECKING�฀WIN

DOWS฀SILLS�฀CLADDINGS฀AND฀MOULDINGS�฀
4HOMETSCHEK฀SAYS฀"EOLOGIC฀HAS฀BEEN฀
SENDING฀ITS฀70#฀COMPOUND฀ALL฀OVER฀
%UROPE�฀

"EOLOGIC�S฀MAIN฀TARGET฀MARKET฀HAS฀
BEEN฀AND฀REMAINS฀DECKING�฀"UT฀COM

PLETELY฀ NEW฀ NICHE฀ APPLICATIONS฀ HAVE฀
ALSO฀ BEEN฀ FOUND฀ FOR฀ THE฀ COMPANY�S฀
70#S�฀ SUCH฀AS฀POLES฀USED฀ IN฀6ENICE฀
CANALS฀TO฀PROVIDE฀ENHANCED฀RESISTANCE฀
TO฀SEA฀WATER฀EXPOSURE�฀

7ORK฀ IS฀ CONTINUING฀ ON฀ PRODUCT฀
ENHANCEMENTS฀ INCLUDING฀ FOAMED฀
PRODUCTS฀TO฀REDUCE฀THE฀RELATIVELY฀HIGH฀
DENSITY�฀ 70#฀ PRODUCTS฀ USING฀ POLY

STYRENE฀ AND฀ POLYLACTIC฀ ACID฀ �0,!	฀
POLYMERS�฀ INCORPORATION฀OF฀BIOCIDES�฀
IMPROVEMENT฀ OF฀ m฀AME฀ RETARDANCY�฀
AND฀INCORPORATION฀OF฀WOOD฀FRAGRANC

ES฀ARE฀ALSO฀UNDER฀INVESTIGATION�

%UROPEAN฀CONSUMERS฀ARE฀l฀NALLY฀WARMING฀TO฀WOOD฀

PLASTICS฀COMPOSITE฀DECKING�฀$AVID฀6INK฀TALKS฀TO฀

70#฀PRODUCERS฀+OSCHE฀AND฀"EOLOGIC


